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January 21, 2018     Mark 1:17  

 

Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.  

 

Just recently a local man made the news for having caught a huge sturgeon in the Saginaw River about 64 

inches long.  He had to pull it out of the hole backwards after having fought with it for over an hour.  After a 

few moments of glory and some neat pictures, he let the fish back in the river to swim another day.  I have 

never been ice fishing, but it doesn’t look like a lot of fun to me.  Go outside in the freezing cold and look at a 

hole with a line in it, trying to pull some fish out of freezing water.  Yet people risk their lives in a hurry to get 

out on the river, even when the edges aren’t frozen.  You have to admire their passion if nothing else.   

 

In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus told the disciples to make a different catch, a bigger catch, to be fishers of men.  

They are smarter than fish, and sometimes slimier too.  They can put up quite a fight as well.   Nonetheless, they 

have been caught in a variety of ways.   

● Human trafficking is on the increase.  Young girls and boys will be caught off of the streets by using 

drugs as a lure, and then using their addictions to force them into performing sex acts for their owners.  

It is a sick and scary thing what is going on behind the scenes in America.   

● In the early years of our country men and women were captured by sheer power and through poverty in 

Africa and sold as slaves here and around the world.  They were forced into labor by whips and chains 

and many of them were treated very cruelly throughout their lives.   

● I think of the Dateline show, “To catch a predator.”  Sting operations have been set up to catch men in 

online stings where they lure them into thinking they will be having an encounter with an underage girl, 

only to walk into a house and be arrested.  These men are caught by their own passions through 

deception.   

But when God told His disciples to catch men, He wanted it done in a completely different way.  He sends 

people out with a simple message and in a simple way.  Jesus said it so simply in today’s text, “The time has 

come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mk 1:15)   It was the 

same message as John the Baptist, and really the same message ever since the Fall into sin.  Repent of your sins 

and believe the good news.  What was that good news?  The kingdom of God is near.  Jesus had come to 

establish the kingdom.  Jesus came to save the world.  He came to be a different kind of a King, not ruling with 

soldiers and laws and palaces, but with love and truth.   

 

That sounds so romantic, doesn’t it?  But what does it mean?  Here we see a God who was willing to take on 

our flesh and die for us under God’s wrath, a very real wrath that we deserved from God.  He went to die there 

for a world of sinners who deserved none of it.  Repentance means that we need to be confronted by God and 

fear the fact that we were captive under the kingdom of Satan.  We were captive to death.  We were willing 

participants in our own sinfulness, and we deserved nothing.  We couldn’t save ourselves, no matter how much 

we tried.  Jesus came to rescue us, and He accomplished His task through His own death and resurrection. 

 

It is this simple message that captures our hearts and our souls.  We want our children to be captured and our 

grandchildren, so we take them to the font and let the Holy Spirit do His work as He is washed into their souls 

to take charge.  We have no problem with bowing before our King on a weekly basis and confessing to Him our 

sins, for He promises us grace and mercy and forgiveness.  We love to kneel before His throne at the Supper 

and receive a simple meal of bread, wine, body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  Why?  Because we have 
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been caught by Jesus and His love, and we love being caught by Jesus.  We want to stay caught, because we 

know if we were to get free from Jesus, we would be right back under the power of Satan on the way to hell.  

The devil wants us to think that freedom is from getting away from Jesus and doing things our way.  Jesus told 

a parable about a son who wanted it his way, and ended up longing to eat with the pigs.  There is no real 

freedom apart from Jesus.  We are where we want to be.   We want to be here and we have to be here, for there 

is no other way to be saved. 

 

But it’s that urgency, that desire, that exclusiveness that angers people.  It’s that claim that we are all born sinful 

and on the way to hell, somehow being damned from the start that is offensive.  “What kind of a God would 

damn people to eternal hell just for being born in sin?  Where is the justice in a God who would demand 

perfection of people who are born flawed?  Why wouldn’t He accept people who haven’t ever heard of Jesus?  

Who is He to tell me what is right and wrong?  I will never bow to such a tyrant who would wash millions of 

people away in a flood, much less send people to an eternity of fire.”   You hear a lot of anger and defiance in 

those words.  They refuse to bow to God, and expect Him to bow to them.   

 

The Bible has plenty of examples of this defiance, of people who refuse to bow.  Herod ignored the calls of 

John to repent.  He treated John more like a strange sort of side show, like the bearded lady at the Barnum and 

Bailey circus.  He was intrigued with his style, but willingly ignored his message.  Herod’s mistress did not.  

Herod had stolen away his brother’s wife, and John told them to repent of their adultery.  They didn’t want to 

hear it.  So when Herodias had opportunity, she requested Herod to behead John.  She wanted John to be put to 

death for telling her to repent.  It was the same response that Jezebel, Ahab’s wife had when her prophets of 

Baal were put to death.  She wanted Elijah put to death and had a bounty put on Elijah’s head.  She too was a 

vile woman who didn’t want to hear the law.  The men were no better either.   

 

So you see how dangerous it is to go fishing for men, when you warn someone that they’re going the wrong 

way: that they are on the pathway to hell.  People don’t come willingly out of that hellhole.  Sin can have some 

temporary pleasures to it.  Human nature doesn’t like being told it’s wrong.  Try to tell your spouse how to 

drive and you’ll see the same nature come out.  It is an angry nature.  Think of a younger teenager who wants to 

go to a party and you say to him, “You can’t go.”  What will the teen likely do?  Slam the door and throw a fit.  

Why?  Because you told him he couldn’t go where he wanted to.  That is the nature of the people we are trying 

to catch.  They don’t think of life in terms of heaven or hell.  They don’t want to be told they are going the 

wrong way.  They just think in terms of what is fun or what isn’t.  If you come and tell them, “This is wrong.  

You need to repent.  You need to get back to worship.  You need to come back to Christ,” they will more often 

than not look at you as an obstacle on their pathway.  They will be angry.   

 

Maybe that’s one reason that God’s Word says that those who want to be pastors are seeking a “noble” 

profession.  Sometimes those pastors are sent overseas as missionaries.  They have to leave their family and 

friends behind in order to try and proclaim the Law and Gospel in places where most people can’t go.  It takes 

sacrifice.  Sometimes it involves danger.  I can recall telling my wife that I was going to stop at a man’s house 

to confront the fact that he was living together with someone.  He was a big man known to have a big temper.  I 

wasn’t sure what would happen.  She was scared for me.  I’m not going to lie, I was a little scared too.  But 

what I was called on to do was nothing compared to what Elijah and Elisha had to do.   
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We need people to be more confrontational in this day and age, not more accepting.  Look at the apostles and 

the prophets.  Look at Jesus.  They were called on to do a lot of confronting.  It wasn’t easy.   Elijah wanted to 

give up.  They faced a lot of hatred, and for good reason.  Elisha realized the commitment that God was calling 

him to.  He simply asked to go back and say goodbye to his parents.  Elijah said, “Go back!  What have I done 

to you?”  This is what we are asking our children to do when they enter the ministry.  Many of them live far 

away from home, and they can’t go back and visit on the holidays.  They can’t help be raised by their 

grandparents.  They are bound to a new area and a new people, who are their friends but can also be their 

enemies at times.   

 

But the amazing thing is when God’s Word works, when His Holy Spirit does this miraculous thing of bringing 

someone from the darkness into the light.  Take for instance Elijah with Ahab.  Listen to one of the last 

interactions that Elijah had with Ahab.  This was after Elijah had temporarily run away from the ministry.     

The word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite: 18 “Go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, 

who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where he has gone to take possession of it. 

19 Say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: Have you not murdered a man and seized his 

property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what the LORD says: In the place where dogs licked up 

Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!’ ” 20 Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have 

found me, my enemy!” “I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do 

evil in the eyes of the LORD. 21 ‘I am going to bring disaster on you. I will consume your 

descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or free. 22 I will make your 

house like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have 

provoked me to anger and have caused Israel to sin.’ 23 “And also concerning Jezebel the LORD 

says: ‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’  24 “Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab 

who die in the city, and the birds of the air will feed on those who die in the country.”  25 (There 

was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD, urged on by 

Jezebel his wife. 26 He behaved in the vilest manner by going after idols, like the Amorites the 

LORD drove out before Israel.)  27 When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put on 

sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly.  28 Then the word of the 

LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite: 29 “Have you noticed how Ahab has humbled himself before 

me? Because he has humbled himself, I will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on 

his house in the days of his son.”  

Not only does it amaze me that Ahab humbled himself, but even more so that God had mercy on Him after all 

he’d done!  I wonder how Elijah responded.  Sometimes we forget how powerfully God can and does work 

through the Word of God.  I am surprised at it, and I shouldn’t be.  It is so easy to become cynical when people 

don’t respond or get angry, but how often we forget when God does work through the Word!  We say to 

ourselves, “Oh, they’ll never listen.”  But how often does God prove us wrong?  

 

Recently on the news a family in California was found to be chaining their children to their beds and starving 

them.  The mother and father were bewildered as to why they were being arrested.  What a miserable existence 

to be enslaved by your own parents!  This is what sin does to us, and the devil enjoys it!  God does not call on 

us to catch men so that they will be abused and mistreated.  We don’t treat people like fish, where we filet them 

and eat them for supper.  We want to bring them into a different kingdom, a kingdom where there is 

forgiveness, sacrificial love, mercy, and compassion.  We don’t want our family to do things to themselves that 

will be harmful for them.  We want to save them from the river on the pathway to hell.  We don’t treat these 
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people as trophies and then throw them back into the river.  We want them to stay with us here and feed on this 

wonderful Gospel of Jesus.   

 

If someone were to invite me to go ice fishing, I might go once just for the experience of it.  Otherwise, I like 

fish, but not that much.  I’d rather just go out for a fish fry.  It’s a lot easier.   But what about fishing for men?  

Sometimes it can be messy too.  But when people are saved as a result?  It’s worth all that and more!  It’s worth 

getting our hands dirty.  The devil isn’t going to give up.  The world is going to keep on being sinfully 

attractive, and place it’s own lures into our lives.  But our purpose is to bring people out of this hole to Jesus, so 

that when He comes they will be covered in His righteousness and holiness.  We want to give them to God.   

 

The first thing I usually say to people coming to our Bible Information Class is, “You don’t have to join.”  As a 

matter of fact, if they don’t want to, then I don’t want them to either.  But a neat thing often happens as people 

get into the Word of God.  The Holy Spirit changes their hearts, and they come willingly.  They enjoy this 

fellowship.  They enjoy these sinful people with all of their flaws and faults, because they have the same hope 

and the same joy and the same Jesus.  What a beautiful thing that is!  It makes us want to fish all the more!   

 

Open up your Bible and read through the letters of Paul, Peter, Jude.  How do they define themselves?  Often as 

an apostle, but also as a “servant”, literally a δοῦλος - doulos - a slave.  What were they saying with that?  “I 

have been caught by God.  I am glad to be here, serving Jesus, the one who loved me and freed me by His 

blood.”  It was this love that motivated them to risk their lives to go on mission trips and share the Gospel.  We 

want them to have Jesus too.   

 

When a friend of mine at Seminary met a new girl, many of his friends would talk to her as well.  He said to 

them, “Go get your own girlfriend!”  He was jealous of her love.  We don’t do that with Jesus.  There is plenty 

of His love to go around.  We want all people to have Him, so we freely introduce Him to as many people as we 

can.  Not everyone can go on mission trips abroad.  But you give your offerings to send out missionaries.  You 

bring your children to our school and invite your friends to our Bible Information Classes.  You pray for the 

Word of God to be powerful and effective.  You help proclaim the message through your worship here and 

social media.  Why do you do things?  Because you have been caught by the Holy Spirit and brought to Jesus.  

You are followers of Him, and you want others to be caught in this kingdom of love and hope as well.  What a 

wonderful thing it is to be caught by Christ.  What a great privilege it is to be used by God to catch men.  Amen.   


